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Dreams

Stretching oneself out in the middle of
grass,

Taller than one’s height,

Taking shelter in the lush green laps
of eternity,

In that gem of a town,

Roaming about from street to street,
Spending a whole life waiting at every
turning,

Regarding oneself,

As an integral part of that wonderful
world,

O God, the sourest part of this setting,
Is the one in which one wakes up from
this dream!
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Tarow’s definition of social movements, described in dynamic terms as
“collective challenges by people with common purposes and solidarity in
sustained interaction with elites, opponents and authorities.”’ With this
definition, not only must we acknowledge different levels of interaction, but
we must avoid considering ethnic demands as a simple challenge to the central
State. If we want to understand an ethnic movement like the one underway in
Iranian Azerbaijan, we have to focus on complex elements proving its fluidity
and on the different levels in which this movement is interacting with other
actors. Fluidity might lead us to analyse ethnic groups in terms of rupture,
whereas an anlysis of continuity is undoubtedly more relevant. Alternatively,
Anthony D. Smith’s concept of interbureaucratic competition® is very useful
in proving that ethnic groups are not only challenging the authorities, but also
the elites. Concerning the different levels of interactions, the competmon
between the elites and ethnic cultural activists can be easily observed in Iran’.

We can conclude that the concept of ethnicity has significantly
changed during the second part of the last century. It is 1mp0551ble to use again
the ethnologic scientific concepts used to describe Iran in the 20™ century, nor
can we avoid the ethnic issue by mentioning a modern nation-State, in which
ethnic groups have disappeared. The rapid modernization of Iran has destroyed
ethnic links as the interface between the State and individuals. But, this
destruction does not signify that ethnicity is just an issue that interests only the
historian, this modernization is also a restructuring process that deeply
affected ethnic groups. Today, they are no longer elements of tradition,’ they
have become elements of modernity, that indicate the multiple origins of the
Iranian society and the ambition of new political actors to mobilize with
regard to cultural issues. The ethnic question confirms one of the main trends
of the Iranian society: the development of an endogenous pluralism, a key
element of a late modernity. This endogenous pluralism is a reality, though
still challenging, of a society where it is possible to express different ideas and
opinions than those of the State.

! Sidney Tarow, Power in Movement: Social Movements, Collective Action and Politics,
Cambridge University Press, New York, pp. 3-4.

2 Anthony D. Smith, The Ethnic Revival, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1981, pp.
110-120.

3 From a field observation in Urmiyah during the pro-Azerbaijani newspaper Seda-ye
Urmiyah’s birthday ceremony. Officials and Azerbaijani activists followed each other at the
tribune to explain their conceptions of ethnic identity and its political implications.
25/07/04.

* There are some exceptions like tribes and the Balutchis, but they are residual.
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conditions of the 80’s, this rebirth was delayed and began to take hold around
1988-1989. At that time, many Azerbaijani intellectuals wanted to rediscover
their own culture and their own language by publishing Azerbaijani language
dictionaries, Azerbaijani grammar books and ethnological studies about the
way of life in Iranian Azerbaijan.! This cultural renewal quickly led to the
expression of ethnic-based political and social demands regarding the status of
the Azerbaijani language in Iran. By asking for the right to broadcast or for an
extension of the right to publish in the Azerbaijani language, ethnic cultural
activists invested in the political field. To rally for support among
Azerbaijanis, those intellectuals need to create or recreate an ethnic identity
that has integrated the tremendous changes faced by the Iranian society with
what Anthony D. Smith called a “set of myths and symbols.”®> This ethnic
identity is different from the traditional one, it refers to new elements
gradually integrated in the Azerbaijani national history.

The Babak rally, that takes place every year in Kaleybar, is a very
interesting example of this phenomenon. Forty years ago, if an Azerbaijani
was asked what he was thinking of Babak, his answer would be a different
answer than today. At that time, Babak was not the specific hero of the
Azerbaijant national history, as he has become today. He is now the symbol of
Azerbaijanis’ struggle for revival of national identity. This kind of hero serves
as a focal point of comparison with the present, and with the Signficant Other’,
within the framework of an evolutionnary reconstruction of ethnic hlstory
This attempt to promote Azerbaijani identity contributes to the affirmation of
pluralism in Iran, a pluralism that is deeply rooted, though slow in the
unveiling of its political manifestation.

At an epistemological level, these evolutions lead us to consider
today’s ethnic movements, and particularly the Azerbaijani one, as an example
of the multiple social movements taking place in Iran. Social movements are
entities defined by their relations with the State. As entities defined by their
action, they become fluid in their ability to adopt and change their ideology
and strategy, in accordance with the nature of their relationship with the State.
Found within the cleavages that develop between shifting State centers and
peripheries, they are born of struggle and conflict and must, therefore, be
viewed in terms of their dynamic nature. This point leads us to Sidney

! Scientific works about this renewed literary revival were recently carried out. Brenda
Shaffer, Borders and Brethren, Iran and the Challenge of Azerbaijani Identity,op. cit., pp.
169-174 and Sonel Bosnali "Le patrimoine linguistique et littéraire des Azéris d'Iran", thése
INALCO, 2003.

2 Anthony D. Smith, State and Nation in The Third World,, ST Martin’s Press, New York,
1983, p. 132.

3 Anthony D. Smith, The Ethnic Origins of Nations, Blackwell, Oxford, 1986, p. 200.
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urban' and literate? society on the eve of the Islamic Revolution. With
urbanization, individuals lose their traditional ethnic background and adapt
themselves to an environment in which they find new forms of social
interactions with a wider range of people. This process of integration does not
mean the adaptation to a new urban culture, but instead the reconstruction of
traditional culture within an urban environment.’ It is particularly true in Iran
because of the Azerbaijani massive migrations towards the largest cities. In
Tehran, Azerbaijanis who account for half of the population of the city, have
their own neighborhoods, associations or mosques. However, in Iran,
urbanization is by no means equivalent to Persianisation. The second aspect is
the huge and successful effort of the Iranian State to make its population
literate. The very high literacy rate gives access to forms of modern culture
denied to non-Persian speakers as well as the ability to formulate ethnic
sentiments and ethnic-based social and political demands within a rational
speech. It contributed to ameliorate Azerbaijanis’ image of themselves, they
no longer tolerate to be mocked." The contradictory effect of ethnic
integration was well noted by Louis L. Snyder, when he described national
modernization as a powerful means to centralize power, but also as a possible
desintegrating factor in a multicultural society. °
Therefore, we may say that modernization has destroyed ethnic
groups as a traditional and powerful political actor on the Iranian
scene. However, this does not mean the end of a multiethnic Iran as
some claimed. Instead, it is compulsory to reconsider the role played
by ethnic groups in Iran who, through restructured ethnic identities,
have evolved into new social movements, whose significance should
increase over the coming years.
If we look at the Azerbaijanis, we can trace a revival of ethnic identity
back to the time of the Islamic Revolution: the creation of Varlig journal is the
best example of this. But, because of the war and the difficult socio-economic

' It means more than 50% of the population lives in town.

? It means more than 50% of the population is literate.

3 About the reconstruction of traditionnal culture within an urban environment, see William
Isaac Thomas and Florian Znaniecki, The Polish Peasant in Europe and America, Dover
Publications, New York, 1958 and Martin Bulmer, The Chicago School of Sociology,
Chicago University Press, Chicago, 1984.

* Brenda Shaffer, Borders and Brethren, Iran and the Challenge of Azerbaijani Identity,op.
cit., pp. 178-179.

® Louis L. Snyder, Contemporary Nationalisms: Intensity and Persistence, Krieger, Malabar,
Flo, 1992, pp. 3-10.
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allowing high clerics to gather a large group of supporters around themselves,
who often shared ethnic links with their religious leader.

Apart from Azerbaijani Turks whose population is large enough to
deserve the term “national group”, other important ethnic minorities include
the main inland tribal confederations, notably the Turkic Qashga’i and
Shahsevan, the Luri Bakhtiaris and Lurs. These tribes lost a lot of their power
since the former Shah’s White Revolution. They are no longer the key actors
they once were. Only a small minority of these groups still makes their annual
migrations, while most of them have followed the trend towards permanent
settlement and integration in an ever-more-urbanized society. Those who keep
their nomadic way of life, begin modifying their economic activities. For
example, the Shahsevens introduced services geared towards tourism instead
of maintaining a strictly agricultural activity.! Although tribal people have
been subject to religious restrictions on matters such as dress, dancing or
music, the main changes in the lifestyles of nomadic or formerly nomadic
people have been chleﬂy due to socioeconomic trends rather than to religious
and political controls.?

Two main socio-economic trends that have emerged with modernization
of Iran have completely destructured ethnic groups. This modernization was
initiated in an authoritarian manner by the Pahlavis and perpetuated under the
Islamic Revolution. The Pahlavis wanted to modernize the Iranian society by
destroying everything considered to be archaic. Ethnicity was one of the main
targets: the different ethnic identities were supposed to be replaced by a
common Iranian national identity based mostly on Persian features.’

This modernization with its huge socio-economic consequences did
occur, but not as its instigators expected it. Partly resulting from this rapid
modernization, the Islamic Revolution did not stop this process. To better
understand this we must explain two phenomena: first, urbanization and
second, elimination of illeteracy. It is interesting to note that Iran became an

! Hossein Ali Sadeg Moganlu, Sar‘ein, 1382 (2003), pp. 92-112. Also based on personal field-
studies in July 2004 at the Savalan Mountain.

2 Lois Beck, “Local Histories: A Longitudinal Study of Qashqa’i Subtribe in Iran”, in Rudi
Matthee and Beth Baron, eds., Jran and Beyond: Essays in Middle-Eastern History in
Honor of Nikki R..Keddie, Mazda Publishers, Costa Meza, 2000.

* Alireza Manafzadeh,dhmad Kasravi, I'homme qui voulait sortir l'iran de l’obscurantisme,
L’Harmattan, Paris, 2005.

* Nikki R. Keddie, Modern Iran: Roots and Results of Revolution, Yale University Press, New

Haven, 2003, pp. 132-169.
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New Forms of Ethnicity in Iran:
The Example of Azerbaijanis as a Social Movement

Gilles Riaux, IFG
Paris University

When we speak about Iran today, we must keep in mind that Iranian
society is the heir of a multinational empire in which ethnic groups have
consistanly played a central role. However, the traditional geographic model
delineating a Persian center in opposition to ethnic minorities located in the
peripheries is no longer applicapble. In this brief article, we argue that the
modernization of Iran over the course of the 20" century brought a massive
social complexity, significantly changing the role played by these ethnic
groups. Having lost their function of interface between the State and basic
social groups, ethnic groups emerge as new social actors through a complex
process of restructuring the Iranian society. The impact of this process has
been recently studied in numerous works dealing with women or young people
as new social movements. Unfortunately, ethnicity has been neglected and
considered merely a residual factor whereas it is still a very important feature
in Iran, though in a different manner than before. It is absolutely necessary to
think about ethnicity, especially when looking at Iran in terms of its possible
democratisation, in which ethnic groups would actively participate. This paper
deals with Azerbaijanis because our field research was carried out in Iranian
Azerbaijan, though we can observe numerous similarities among other ethnic
groups, such as the Kurds.

Through history ethnic groups have played a very important role in Iran,
one of the oldest socio-political organizations in the world. In an Hegelian
perspective, these groups were the main component of civil society creating
the interface between the State and basic social groups such as the family.
Their role was to safeguard basic social groups from the State despotism by
ensuring their protection and to provide support to the State when the Raison
d’'Etat needed it. One of the best examples of this is the transfer of entire
Kurdish and Turkish tribes into Khorasan in order to defend the border from
Uzbek invaders during the 17" and the 18" centuries. At that time, strong
intra-tribal and inter-tribal solidarity was a determining facor in a self-
identification. This ethnic identity was empowered by the Shia religion
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Azarbaycan artistlari iki aydan arhq ¢aken qastrollar: ils Iran xalqinin
hiisn-ragbatini qazandilar. Bu miiddat srzinds verilmis 87 konsertda 60 mina
gadar tamasag igtirak etmisdi.

Azorbaycan artistlori Bakiya qayitdigdan sonra onlarin konsert
verdiyi gohar vo qasabalords oxuduglar1 mahnilar helo uzun miiddet yerli
miiganni ve musigqigilerin ifasmda esidilirdi. Belalikla, artistlorimizin Irana
qastrol safarlari bu 6lkads milli teatr vo musiqi senatinin inkisafina miisbat
tosir gostardi. )

1320-1324-cii illorde Azarbaycan Respublikasmin Sovet-Iran madeni
slagalarinda igtirakinin xiisusiyyat vo deracasi miihariba illarinds franda SSRi
xarici siyasatinin limumi maqsad ve vazifalari ilo miisyyan olunurdu. Bu
dévrds ¢ox miihiim vezifs, birincisi, fagist Almaniyasiun va onun
goriklarinin, hamginin Iramn hakim dairaleri igorisinde Hitler agentlarinin
Sovet xalqin fagizm aleyhins miibarizasini ¢atinlegdirmak iiciin shali
arasinda SSRI-ys qars1 diismengilik miinasibatlorinin qizigdirilmasma, yerli
ahalinin tohrikine yoneltdikleri yalang tabligatin ifsa edilmesindan ibarat idi.

Bununla six oslagade ikinci baglica vezife Iranhilart Azsrbaycan
Respublikasiin timsalinda SSRI-nin ictimai vo siyasi qurulusu, milli
respublikalarin vaziyysti va hayat ilo tanis etmakdoen ibaret idi. Buna gors
do, siibhasiz ki, bu illords Azarbaycarin SSRi-Iran madani alagalerinds
igtiraki asasan belo tamighq yaratmaq moqsadi dagtyirds.

Azarbaycanin SSRI-Iran madeni alagolerinde istirakinin  bagqa
xtisusiyyati da bu idi ki, tarixen camlanan sertler naticasinde (har iki 6lkada
yasayan Azarbaycanhlarin tarixi, etnik, dil ve madani birliyi, uzun miiddatli
enenavi miinasibatleri va s.) daha artiq tesirli olaraq, bu istirak iran
Azarbaycaninda ve Simali Iranin bazi bagqa rayonlarinda hoyata kegirilo
bilsrdi.
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saraymnda ¢ixig etmigdilor. Tamasagilara Azarbaycan bastakarlarinin
operalarmdan sahnoalar gostarilmis, xalq mahni ve ragsloeri ifa edilmisdir,

Artistlorimizin ~ ¢ixiglann haqqinda  Tehranun  “Ajir”, “Iran”,
“Damavend”, “Ettelaat” gozetlori, “Payam-e Nou” Jurnal terifls dolu rey
yazirdilar. Azarbaycan Respublikasi artistlori Iranmn Tehran, Qazvin, Roast,
Onzali, Astara, Ordsbil, Xoy, Maki, Salmas, Urmu, Maraga, Moarand
goharlorinds, Usnu, Onbi gasobslerinds va Ordebil yaxinhginda Nemin
kandinda ¢ixis etmisdilar.

Konsertlar hamginin ¢oxlu tamagagmin igtirak: ila agiq sama altinda,
parklarda, meydanlarda, bazen do avval hale he¢ bir vaxt konsert
kegirilmadiyi yerlarda tagkil olunurdu.

1323-cii il Tir aymin 2-do Azarbyacan Respublikasi artistlori 6z
¢aglarina Tabrizds bagladilar. Onlarin har birinin konserti siirokli alqislarla
miigayiat olunurdu. Tabrizin Firdovsi adina teatr qruppasinin aktrisas: Sefurs
xanim Semburani yazirdi: “Azarbaycan aktrisalarmin sshne sanati sahasinda
miivoffoqiyyatlori bizi ¢ox sevindirir.. Bu konsertlor sshnamizi
cigaklondiracakdir”.

Fransa katolik missiyasmnin rahberlari P.Fransen, J.Kyunyuder ve
Boyiik Britaniyanin Tebrizdaki konsulu Repen artistlarimiz haqqnda tarfli
ray bildirirdilar. .

1323-cii il Sehriver aymm 8-da Iranmn Suravi ilo madeni alagaler
camiyyatinin Tebriz sobasi terafindan gaharin ziyalilan ile Baka artistlorinin
goriisu tagkil olundu.

Artistlorimizin ¢wasin1 Tabriz qazetlsrinden “Xaver-e Nou” va
bagqalar1 genis suratdoe igiqlandirirdilar. _

Qastrollar zamani Azarbaycan Respublikasi va Iran artistlari arasinda
mdhkam dostluq miinasibatlari yaranmigdy, bazilarini ise ¢oxdanki dostluq
tellori baglayirdi. Masalan, miigannilar Xan Susinski ve 8bdlhasan Xan Igbal
Azar arasimnda dostluq miinasibatlori mévcud idi.

Sahrivar aymin 13-ds kegirilon son konsertdan avval Tebriz baladiyya
idarasinin reisi Qulamriza Ilhami demigdi: “Tabriz shalisi Azsrbaycan
artistlarinin golmasindan na qadar sevinmissa da, getmasinden bir o qadar
miitoassir olmusglar”.

Azarbayacan incesenati ile iinsiyyste imkan yaratdiglart iigiin
qastrollara golmis artistlore minnatdarhq slamati olaraq, Iranda gastrollar
zamaru agagidak: hadiyyalar bagislanmigdi: Uzsrinds Suravi Ordusunun Ali
Bas Komandaninin sakli olan, Tebrizli Shmad Mehdizadanin toxudugu xalga,
Tabriz rassam Miiszzizzadanin asarlarindan ibarsat albom, Tehranda yagayan
Azarbaycanlilar vo Toabriz fohloleri terafinden giimiis vazalar, Xoyda bir
ziyal torefindan Novainin divaninn gadim slyazmasi, Iranmn “Sovet Ittifaq
Dostlarn’” camiyyatinin Maraga sobasi tersfindan iistii qizilla iglonmig iri
glimiig lira va s.
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oldugunu gostarirdi. 20-ci illarin ortalarinda fran Azsrbaycaninda ana dilinda
tamagalarin gostarilmasi Riza Sah rejimi torafinden qadagan olunduqdan
sonra Tabrizliler yenidean Azarbaycan dilini sshnade Baki artistlorinin
aixisinda esitdilar.

Tabrizdan basqa teatr kollektivi Marandda da ¢ixis etdi. 1320-ci il Azar
aymin ortalarinda toqriban iki ay ¢eken qastrol sefarinden sonra artistlar
Bakiya qayitdilar. Tabrizlilars sevimli artistlorden va xiisusila Biilbiildan
ayrimagq ¢atin idi. O ise vidalagarken demigdi: “Bizim Tabrizli qardaglarimiz,
Tabrizli bacilarimiz, siz gamlanmeayin, kadarlanmayin, sizin her agacimizin
budaginda bir biilbiil yatib, onlar1 oyadin. Man isa yena golaram. Biz yena da
goriisorik”. O, vadine amal edoarak, ikinci defe Tebrize qastrola 1942-ci ilds
tarzon Haci Memmoadovla birgs goldi. Baki artistlorinin ¢uaglari Iran
Azarbaycaninda musiqi hayatinin dir¢almasina miiayyan daraceds kémaklik
gostardi. Qastrollardan bir qadar sonra Tabrizds serq musiqi alstlari orkestri
va xor dastasi tagkil olundu.

1321-ci il Isfondin 1-den Farvedinin 20-ne gader Iranda Rasid
Behbudovun qastrollar1i miivaffaqiyyatle kegdi. O, Azerbaycan xalq
mahnilarinun ifas1 ilo Iran tamasacllarmm hoérmeatini el ilk ¢ixiglardan
qazandi. Xoyda ¢ixisindan sonra onu bir eva davat etdilor. Cox illar qabaq
orada toyda Residin atas1 Macid Behbudov miigannilik etmis ve gedarkan ev
sahibina 6z fotosoklini ve bir ne¢a gqrammafon valini yadigar qoymugdu.

1321-ci ilin Farvadin-Ordibehist aylarinda Bakidan Irana galmis
konsert dastasini xiisusi heraretle qargiladilar. Bu konsert dastesine M.
Maqomayev adma Azorbaycan Dovlet Filarmoniyasinin miiannisi Sara
Qadimova va tarzean Mammad Bakixanov, raqs ansamblmimn tizvlari Sefurs
Abbasova ve Mammad Xalilov, Azarbaycan Dovlat Estradasi artistlari
Moryam vo Osad Rzayevlar, Azarbaycan Dévlat Rus Draminin aktrisas1 Vera
Sirye, Azorbaycan Dovlet Musiqi Teatrmmn ve M.F.Axundov adma
Azarbyacan Dovlat Opera vo Balet Teatrinin artistlori daxil idilor. Artistlar
Maki, Xoy, Tabriz geharlarinin shalisi qarsisinda 10 konsert vermisdiler.

Azarbaycan Respublikas: artistlarinin Iranada névbati qastrollart
1323-cii il Miirdadmn 26-dan $ahriverin 15-ns qadar davam etdi.

Bu dafs Irana Mirzes Fatali Axundov adina Azarbyacan Dévlet Opera
vo Balet Teatr1, Miislim Maqomayev adina Azarbaycan Dévlst Estradasmin
asagidaki miiganni va musiqigileri: Xan Susinski, Hiiseynaga Hacibababayov,
Sona Mustafayeva, Slovsat Sadiqov, Agababa Biinyatzads, Idris Agalarov,

Sara Qadimova, Allahyar Cavansirov, Bshram Mansurov, Hact Mammadov,
Qamar Almaszadanin rahbaerliyi ilo raqs ansamli, Rshils Hessnovanin
rahbarliyi ilo sazgalan qizlar ansambli ve tamagagilan xiisusile maftun etmis
16 yagh migenni Arif Mommoadov (sonralar Azarbaycan Dovlst
Konservatoriyasmin marhum professoru) daxil idi. Bu qrupun badii rahbari
Ofrasiyab Badalbayli idi.

Qastrollarin avvalinda Azarbaycan Respublikasinin elgilori Tehranda
diplomatik korpus tigiin iki konsert vermis, Iyunun 2-da ise Simranda sah
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Tabrlzm “Sir-o Xorsid” teatrmin sahnasinde tamasgacilarm forahls
qar§1lad1qlar1 Uzeyir Hacibayovun “Koroglu”, “Leyli vo Macnun”, “Osli va
Karom” operalar1 gosterilmigdir. Qastrollarin miivaffaqiyyatla kegmasi tigiin
rejissor Ismayill Hidaystzads, dirijor Niyazi va balet ansamblinin rahbori
Qamar Almaszade bdyiik is aparmisdilar.

Tabrizlilar artistlarden 8l6vsat Sadiqovun Macnun va Karam, Haqigat
Rzayevanin iso Leyli vo Osli rollarinda ¢mxaglarimi  xiisusi horaratls
qarsiladilar.

Cixiglarin programina hamginin, Uzeyir Hac1bayovun “Arsm Mal
Alan” musiqili komediyas1 ve Miislim Maqomayevin “Sah Ismayil” operasi
daxil idi. “Bakinskiy Raboziy” gazetinin muxbiri yazirdr: “Biitun biletlar 2-3
saat arzinds satilmigdir.., Tabrizlilor miidiriyyata bilet tapmaq xahisi ila
miiraciat edirdiler”. Tamasagilar torofinden Azasrbaycanli artistlardan
Ziilfiigar Sariyev, Oli Ziilalov, Ismayil Eloglunun ¢xaslann - boyiik
miivaffaqiyyatle qargilanurdi. “Arsin Mal Alan” musiqili komediyasmnn
qohramant Ssgar rolunda ¢oag eden SSRI xalq artisti Biilbiill Mammadov ve
asarin gashromamn Giil¢dhra rolunun ifagis1 Sona Mustafayeva xiisusi sohrat
qazanmigdilar. Tabriz qastrollari zamam Azarbaycan incasenat xadimalerinin
goharin musiqi ictimaiyystinin niimayandaleri ils goriisii oldu. Goriig
Azarbaycanin opera sanati sahasinda nailiyyatlari ilo yaxindan tarug olmaga
va galacakda Tabrizda musiqili teatrin yaranmasina xidmet gostordi.

Baki teatrlarmin artistlori Toabrizlilor qargisinda hemginin konsertlorla
¢ixig edirdilar. Bu konsertlar ¢coxlu dinlayicilarin istiraki ilo makteblilar, sahar
ahalisi qarsisinda kegirilirdi. Homin giinler Biilbiil, Agababa Biinyatzads,
Sirzad Hiiseynov, Haqigat Rzayeva, Yavar Kbalontarli, Saltanat Quliyeva,
Olovsat Sadiqov, habels Qamoar Almaszadanin rahbarliyi ile raqs qrupu 6z
moaharatini niimayis etdirirdi. 1320-ci il Aban aymin 4-da (Oktyabrm 26-da)
Tobrizlilor qargisinda SSRI xalq artisti Sovkat Memmoadova bdyiik konsertls
cixis etdi.

Tabrizlilor Bakidan galen elgilori aziz qonaq kimi qarsilayirdilar.
Opera kollektivi va gahar zahmatkeglori arasinda goriis taskil olunmusgdu.
Goriigde tebrizlilar bildirdilor ki, 6z dogma geharlerinde bastekar Uzeyir
Hacibayov, gair Semad Vurgun, carrah Mustafa Topgubagov va professor
Mirasadulla Mirgasimovu gormak isteyirlar.

1320-ci ilin Aban aymn 28-da (Noyabr ayinin 19-da) artistlarin Tabriz
zahmaoatkeslori {i¢lin verdiklori tamagadan sonra fahlalar deyirdiler ki, “kas
bizim da bela teatrimuz ola idi”.

Tobriz gohsrinin qizlar moktebinds kegirilan axirinci konsertde
aktrisalardan Soaltonat Quliyeva, Maryam Babayeva, ©Omins Dilbazi va
bagqalar istirak etmigdilar.

Homin giinler Toabrizde negr olunan qazetlarin sshifslorindes
Azarbaycan Respublikas1 artistilorinin fotogekillari, onlara ve incesenat
xadimlarine minnatdarliq maktublann dearc olunurdu. Tebrizdaki qastrollar
Azarbaycan Respublikasinda musiqgi madaniyyastinin nece tsraqqiye nail



Azoarbaycan Respublikasi Vo Iran:
1320-ci Illorda (1940-ci illor) Madani Olagalar

Cavansir Vokilov

Ikinci dtinya mitharibasinin (1318
1324) agir soraitine baxmayaraq, kegmis SSRIi-
do yagayan xalglarin madeni hayat: hamin
dovrda davam edirdi. Bu moadeni hayat
miharibonin dogurdugu yeni xiisusiyyatlar
kasb etdi va har seydan avval baghca vazifanin
hell edilmasine kémoya -Alman fasizminin
mahv edilmasina, onun ideologiyasi aleyhina
miibarizeyo ~ yonaldilmisdi. Siibhasiz ki,
kegmis SSRI-nin basqa &lkalarls, o ciimloden
Iranla madoani alagalori bu illar hemin
vozifalera tabe olunmusdu.

Buna gore dea Sovet Ittifagnm milli
respublikalarinin  hayati, onlarm madani
inkisafi haqqinda diizgiin malumat xiisusi
shamiyyate malik idi. Cenubi Qafgaz, ilk
névbada Azarbaycan va Iran xalglar arasinda
_ tarixi anenovi madani alagalare gora SSRI vo
Iranm madoni emakdashiginda ¢ox miihiim rol Azarbaycan Respublikasmna
maxsus idi. Azorbaycan Respublikasinin Sovet-Iran madani alagalarinin
inkisafinda genis ve faal istiraki iiciin dil amilinin da miihiim shamiyyati var
idi. Iranin simal mantagalarinin xeyli hissasi va ilk névbada Iran Azarbaycani
ohalisi Azerbaycan Respublikasinin medani sorvatlorini el da catinlik
¢ekmadon menimsays bilerdi. Sovet Ittifaqmn, o ciimlodan Azarbaycan
Respublikasinin madani hayatina Iranda maraq bu cohatden irali galirdi ki,
bir cox iller arzinda Riza Sah rejimi fran1 6z qonsusu ilo moadani alagalardan
tocrid etmoya c¢alismisdi. Oz ndvbasinda, Azarbaycan Respublikasinin
madaniyyot va incosanat xadimleri 6z qardasliq borclarint yerina yetirarak,
Iran xalglarinin menavi, madeni inkisafina kémokliklarini gostarmoaya say
gostorirdilar. _

Bu dévrde  SovetIran moadani alagolorinde  Azarbaycan
Respublikasmmn istirakmimn konkret formalari, bunlarin ardicilligs mitharibe
goraitinin real imkanlarmin tesiri ila hoyata kecirilirdi. Azarbaycanli
artistlorin qastrollart bu meanada bdyiik imkanlar verirdi.

Irana qastrol saferine golmis ilk SSRI incesanat kollektivlarindan biri
da Mirzo Fateli Axundov adia Azarbaycan Dévlst Opera va Balet teatr idi.
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